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ETON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEATH 
For  the  Year  1959 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  : 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  privilege  once  again  to  present  an  annual  report  on 
the  sanitary  and  health  circumstances  of  the  district,  being  my 
tenth  such  report  to  this  Council. 

Vital  statistics  are  presented  mainly  as  directed  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and  the  more  important  tables  used  in  previous  years 
are  again  employed  to  facilitate  comparisons  over  a period  of  years. 

The  population  of  the  district  has  continued  to  increase  quite 
rapidly  and  the  Registrar  General’s  estimation  as  at  mid  1959  is 
60,920  which  represents  an  actual  increase  of  3,620  over  the 
previous  year. 

The  standard  of  health  in  the  district  has  been  maintained  at 
a satisfactory  level  and  we  have  not  been  faced  with  any  unusual 
epidemiological  problem.  This  may  be  attributed  to  the  gradual 
improvement  in  living  conditions  which  is  constantly  taking  place, 
the  increased  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  connection 
with  hygiene  in  the  home  and  at  work  places  and  the  supervision 
of  food  premises,  as  well  as  the  better  education  of  the  public  in 
matters  of  health  and  the  greater  interest  which  is  shown  in  preventive 
immunological  facilities  available.  There  is  no  doubt  that  people 
pay  more  attention  to  diet  now  than  they  did  during  the  post  war 
years  and  in  the  course  of  my  work  I seldom  meet  a young  mother 
who  does  not  know  a good  deal  about  vitamins.  It  is  rare  now 
to  come  across  a true  case  of  malnutrition  due  to  undernourishment, 
but  if  it  was  agreed  that  the  definition  of  the  word  “malnutrition” 
should  include  overnutrition  many  more  cases  would  be  recorded 
under  this  heading.  One  of  the  long  term  results  of  undernourish- 
ment is  the  cumulative  depreciating  effect  on  constitution  and  the 
loss  of  resistence  to  infections.  This  may  partially  explain  the 
milder  form  of  most  infectious  diseases  today  compared  with  the 
days  when  many  people  were  undernourished.  On  the  other 
hand  certain  research  workers  have  produced  evidence  to  show 
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that  the  excessive  consumption  of  animal  fats  such  as  butter  has  a 1 1 
tendency  to  accelerate  the  development  of  coronary  heart  diseases 
and  the  degeneration  of  arteries,  while  statisticians  will  readily ' j 
prove  that  those  who  enjoy  a surfeit  of  good  food  and  become* 
obese  have  a lesser  expectation  of  life  than  the  underprivileged. 

Although  these  matters  are  all  of  importance  epidemiologically  j 
our  chief  line  of  defence  against  the  major  infectious  diseases  is  : 
still  found  in  immunisation  and  vaccination.  In  this  district  these  j 
measures  of  protection  are  made  available  at  welfare  clinics  and  f 
schools  etc.,  and  the  relevant  figures  are  shown  in  the  report. 
Figures  relating  to  Poliomyelitis  vaccination  are  not  readily  available  : 
for  separate  local  authority  areas  due  to  the  method  of  filing  the  ; 
records  but  could  possibly  be  extracted  if  one  had  the  time  to 
devote  to  this.  A study  of  the  literature  on  poliomyelitis  shows  ; 
that  consideration  is  at  present  being  given  to  the  “pros”  and  i 
“cons”  of  using  a live  virus  vaccine  instead  of  the  type  at  present  I 
in  use.  It  is  well  known  that  live  vaccines  are  more  effective  than  i 
killed  or  inactivated  agents  and  as  they  could  be  given  by  mouth  i 
the  advantages  in  popularising  their  use  need  hardly  be  mentioned.  , 
Although  these  have  been  used  in  many  countries  and  millions  of  1 
doses  administered,  much  work  will  yet  have  to  be  done  and  many 
investigations  carried  out  before  they  are  acceptable  by  our  public 
health  standards  of  safety. 

Although  as  pointed  out  above  we  have  not  been  faced  with 
any  unusual  epidemiological  problem  there  have  been  two  matters 
worthy  of  note,  viz.  the  very  large  number  of  notifications  in  respect 
of  measles  and  once  again  an  outbreak  of  epidemic  nausea.  This 
bears  some  similarity  to  previous  reports  in  that  I described  an 
outbreak  of  epidemic  nausea  in  my  report  for  1958  and  in  1955 
I reported  that  the  number  of  notifications  for  measles  that  year 
was  the  highest  on  record.  I now  again  have  to  report  that  the 
number  of  cases  of  measles  notified  this  year  is  the  highest  on 
record  since  the  disease  first  became  notifiable  in  1939.  The 
outbreak  of  epidemic  nausea  was  at  a school  in  the  district  and  is 
described  fully  later  in  the  report. 

The  number  of  live  births  (1189)  is  an  increase  of  180  on  last 
year’s  figure  and  the  highest  recorded  in  the  district.  The  number 
of  deaths  increased  by  only  6 and  is  not  the  highest  recorded. 
The  number  of  infant  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  is  unfortunately 
rather  high  but  again  not  the  highest  recorded.  Some  increase  in 
this  figure  would  normally  be  expected  to  coincide  with  the  rapidly 
increasing  population. 

The  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  has  been  increasing 
over  a period  of  years  but  no  change  in  establishment  has  taken 
place  since  1946  when  the  population  of  the  district  was  39,020. 

It  became  necessary  therefore  to  review  the  whole  work  of  the 
department  and  make  economies  in  time  and  effort  where  possible. 
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The  Rodent  Officer  was  due  to  retire  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  it 
was  decided  to  arrange  the  departmental  duties  so  that  rodent 
control  work  could  be  undertaken  by  a member  of  the  staff  at 
present  employed  as  general  assistant.  The  work  was  then  further 
reviewed  in  all  its  aspects  and  perhaps  particularly  as  regards  food 
premises.  Within  the  past  ten  years  for  example  the  number  of 
food  premises  requiring  regular  inspection  has  risen  from  appro- 
ximately 270  to  over  500  and  the  number  of  premises  registered 
for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  has  risen  from  33  to  141.  It  ultimately 
became  apparent  that  an  additional  inspector  would  be  required 
if  a satisfactory  standard  was  to  be  maintained  and  steps  were 
taken  to  implement  this  but  it  did  not  go  forward  to  the  Council 
until  1960. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  administration  of  our 
department  has  been  thoroughly  examined  and  streamlined  and 
that  nothing  more  in  this  respect  should  be  required  for  some  time. 

I am  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  once  again  of  thanking 
Members  for  their  support  and  the  staff  for  all  their  good  work. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  M.  Hobbin, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  I 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (Land  and  Inland  Water) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  1.4.59 
Rateable  value  at  1.4.59 
Product  of  Penny  Rate 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  mid- 
year 1959) 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


35,537  acres 
16,901 
£1,085,174 
£4,038.9.9d. 

60,920 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

583 

557 

1,140 

Illegitimate 

19 

30 

49 

602 

587 

1,189 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

19.5 

National  Rate 

* , 

16.5 

Comparability  Factor  . . 

• • 

» « 

0.87 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent 

of  total 

live 

births 

• * 

• • 

4.12 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

12 

11 

23 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

13 

11 

24 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Total 

Births 

19.78 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

0.39 

National  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births 

20.7 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

• • 

• • 

1,213 

Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 

year  of  age) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

12 

14 

26 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

14 

15 

29 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  . 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births- 
(Legitimate) 

Infant  Mortahty  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births- 
(Illegitimate) 

National  Rate 


24.39 

22.81 

61.22 

22.0 
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Neo-Natal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age) 


Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  . . . . 11  11  22 

Illegitimate  ....  1 - 1 

12  11  23 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  19.3 


Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week) 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ....  8 6 14 

Illegitimate  ....  1 - 1 

9 6 15 


Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 
total  live  births 


12.63 


Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week 
combined) 

Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live 


and  still  births  . . . . . . . . 32.15 

Maternal  Mortality 

Total  from  all  cases  (including  abortion)  . . Nil 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  . . Nil 

National  Rate  . . . . . . . . . . 0.38 


Deaths  Male  Female  Total 

265  226  491 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  ..  8.1 

Corrected  Death  Rate — allowing  for  sex  and  age 

(Comparability  Factor  1.25)  . . . . 10.125 

National  Death  Rate  ..  ..  ..  ..  11.6 

Ratio  of  Corrected  Death  Rate  to  National  . . 0.87 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  in  the  Eton  Rural  District  during  1959 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Male 

4 

Female 

1 

Ttl 

5 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  . . 

— 

1 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

1 

— 

1 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  . . 

— 

1 

1 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

7 

7 

14 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

16 

4 

20 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . . 

— 

7 

7 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . . 

— 

5 

5 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 
plasm 

31 

23 

54 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

4 

1 

5 

16. 

Diabetes  . . 

1 

— 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . 

32 

30 

62 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

44 

31 

75 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

4 

9 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

25 

34 

59 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

14 

19 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

23. 

Pneumonia 

8 

10 

18 

24. 

Bronchitis 

15 

6 

21 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . 

3 

2 

5 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

2 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

3 

3 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

1 

3 

29. 

Hypherplasia  of  prostate 

6 

— 

6 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

7 

10 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases . . 

26 

15 

41 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

12 

3 

15 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

8 

5 

13 

35. 

Suicide 

5 

4 

9 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

2 

2 

All  Causes  : Totals  : 

265 

226 

491 
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DEATHS  1950^1959 

— BRONCHITIS 

PNEUMONIA 
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1959 


DEATHS  1950-1959 


RESPIRATORY  T.B. 

0—0 — o — 0 — 0— 0—0  LUNG  CANCER 
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1959 


TABLE  I 

Deaths  and  Death  Rates  per  1,000  Population  from  Principal  Causes  1955-1959 
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Comparison  of  Local  and  National  Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates  from  1949-1959 
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NOTE  : The  actual  numbers  are  given  in  parenthesis  for  the  purpose  of  clearer  comparison 


New  Cases  and  Hospital  Admissions 


15 


16 


Vh 

a 

a 

0 

B 

3 

Oh 

1 

c 

o 

o 


c/5 

a> 

• ^ 

OQ 


17 


S'zYe  M^z/e  Female 

Left  hip  joint  . . . . . . 1 

Glands  of  neck  . . . . . . 2 


SECTION  III 

LABORATORY 

The  following  specimens  have  been  examined  by  the  Pubhc 
Health  Laboratory,  Reading. 


Throat  swabs  . . . . . . . . 3 

Nasal  swabs  . . . . . . . . 4 

Faeces  . . . . . . . . . . 109 

Tin  of  Salmon  . . . . . . . . 1 

Cooked  Lamb  . . . . . . . . 1 

Dried  egg  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Custard  tart  . . . . , . . . 1 

Tin  of  soup  . . . . . . . . 1 
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TABLE  VII 

Analysis  of  Notifiable  Diseases  in  Age  Groups 
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N.B. — ^Tuberculosis  is  shown  in  separate  table. 


TABLE  VIII 

Showing  Monthly  Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
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TABLE  IX 

Showing  cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  occurring  in  each  Parish 


fVrays- 

bury 

1 

- 

98 

-- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

oo 

162 

fo 

cs 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Taplow 

1 

m 

<N 

1 

i 

1 

- 

1 

36 

1 

<N 

1 

Stoke 

Poges 

1 

r- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Iver 

28 

1 

1 

fNj 

<N 

1 

1 

VO 

1 

Horton 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

Hedger- 

ley 

- 

1 

ON 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Gerrards 

Cross 

oo 

1 

Tj- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Farnham 

Royal 

1 

m 

n 

1 

1 

1 

1 

29 

-- 

1 

Dorney 

CA 

1 

r- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

k: 

ON 

1 

124 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Datchet 

1 

oo 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

ro 

- 

Burn- 

ham 

245 

•Ti 

1 

- 

1 

r>i 

<N 

1 

VO 

1 

1 

Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Poliomyelitis 

(Non-Paralytic) 

Encephalitis 

Food  Poisoning 

Dysentery  . . 

Erysipelas  . . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  , . 

Tuberculosis 
(Pulmonary)  . . 

(Non-Pulmonary) 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION  FIGURES  FOR  1959 

Immunisation 


Primary  Immunisation 

Age  at  date  of 
final  injection 

TOTAL 

Re- Immunisation 

Under  1 
year 

1—4 

years 

5—14 

years 

Diphtheria  only 

374 

229 

76 

679 

981 

Diphtheria/Whooping 
Cough  combined 

361 

99 

11 

471 

— 

Whooping  Cough  only 

528 

85 

3 

616 

— 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox 


Age  at  date  of  vaccination 

Under  1 
year 

1 year 

2-A 

years 

5—14 

years 

15  yrs. 
or  over 

TOTAL 

Vaccination 

840 

52 

'hi 

42 

62 

1,033 

Re-Vaccination 

— 

— 

1 

26 

152 

185 

Vaccination  against  Tetanus 


Tetanus 

Age  at  da 

te  of  vaci 

dnation 

TOTAL 

Under 

1 year 

1 year 

2-^ 

years 

5—14 

years 

15  yrs, 
or  over 

9 

26 

13 

6 

2 

56 
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OUTBREAK  OF  EPIDEMIC  NAUSEA 


Information  was  received  on  14th  October  that  a number  of 
children  at  one  of  the  schools  in  the  area  were  ill  with  symptoms 
resembling  food  poisoning.  One  of  the  Inspectors  visited  the 
school  that  afternoon  to  investigate  and  reported  to  me  subsequently. 

Briefly,  the  facts  were  that  3 1 children  and  2 staff  had  suffered 
from  sickness  and  in  some  cases  diarrhoea  at  school  during  the 
previous  24  hours.  Most  of  the  cases  occurred  at  school  on  14th 
October  but  the  onset  in  quite  a few  cases  was  from  about  4 p.m. 
on  the  13th. 

The  symptoms  were  fairly  abrupt  in  onset,  the  illness  short 
in  duration  and  not  very  severe.  The  actual  number  of  children 
absent  from  school  on  the  14th  was  17  while  14  were  either  ill  in 
school  or  were  known  to  have  been  ill. 

The  Canteen  at  the  Infants  Department  supplied  dinners  to 
the  Juniors  in  another  building.  The  dinners  for  the  Juniors  were 
sent  out  earlier  and  had  to  be  kept  warm  longer  but  there  were  no 
cases  of  illness  among  the  juniors. 

On  enquiry  it  seemed  that  the  suspect  meal  was  the  one  served 
on  the  13th  October.  This  consisted  of  roast  lamb,  cabbage, 
boiled  potatoes,  gravy  and  custard  pie.  It  was  stated  that  all 
food  was  prepared,  cooked  and  served  the  same  day.  None  Was 
prepared  the  previous  day  and  reheated  which  is  so  often  the 
cause  of  such  outbreaks.  Specimens  of  lamb,  custard  pie,  and 
dried  egg  Which  Was  one  of  the  ingredients  of  the  custard  pie  Were 
collected  and  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  There  Was 
nothing  to  be  seen  on  visual  inspection  of  these  foods  which  would 
have  aroused  suspicion  but  the  Public  Health  Inspector  had  been 
informed  that  the  meat  was  imperfectly  cooked  and  the  custard 
pie  rather  “wet”  and  also  that  the  dried  egg  was  old  stock. 

The  general  hygiene  of  the  kitchen  was  satisfactory.  The 
kitchen  staff  were  all  interviewed  and  although  no  one  had  suffered 
any  symptoms  of  food  poisoning,  faeces  specimens  were  collected 
from  all  and  taken  to  the  laboratory.  All  laboratory  reports  on 
food  and  personnel  proved  to  be  negative  for  pathogenic  organisms. 

A further  attempt  Was  made  to  isolate  the  causal  organism 
by  investigation  more  fully  at  the  home  of  one  of  the  pupils. 
Specimens  were  collected  from  his  mother,  brother  and  a domestic 
help  but  all  Were  negative.  By  this  time  we  had  noted  that  several 
children  had  gone  off  sick  on  the  15th  October  with  similar  symptoms 
and  the  headteacher  complained  of  a gastric  upset  on  the  16th 
October,  but  none  of  these  could  be  associated  with  the  original 
suspect  meal  on  the  1 3th  or  with  any  other  school  meal  in  the  interim. 

My  opinion  was  now  being  swayed  and  after  discussing  all 
the  features  with  the  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
I was  obliged  to  conclude  that  we  were  dealing  with  an  outbreak 
of  Epidemic  Nausea. 

As  pointed  out  in  a previous  report  this  disease  is  a separate 
entity  among  a group  of  diseases  with  certain  similarities  and  of 
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unknown  origin.  The  symptoms  generally  resemble  food  poisoning 
and  the  incubation  period  is  also  much  the  same.  It  is  believed 
to  be  due  to  a group  of  viruses  and  that  the  mode  of  transmission 
may  be  like  those  of  influenza.  Evidence  is  accepted  however  in 
some  quarters  that  it  is  due  to  an  intestinal  virus  and  that  food 
may  be  in  some  way  associated.  The  disease  is  being  more  frequently 
recognised  because  of  its  initial  resemblance  to  food  poisoning, 
the  explosive  nature  of  the  outbreak  and  consistently  negative 
laboratory  findings  together  with  certain  discrepancies  which  are 
not  typical  of  the  usual  food  infections. 

All  the  staff  at  the  school  were  most  helpful  and  co-operative 
in  our  investigations. 
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SECTION  V 

WATER 


The  sampling  of  drinking  water  supplies,  both  for  bacteriological 
and  chemical  content,  continued  as  a matter  of  routine  throughout 
the  year.  As  was  to  be  expected  the  reports  on  mains  supply  all 
proved  to  be  satisfactory  and  showed  a high  degree  of  purity. 
The  number  of  samples  obtained  from  sources  other  than  mains 
supply,  i.e.  Wells  and  bores,  was  stepped  up  considerably  from 
the  total  number  taken  and  analysed  during  the  previous  year, 
71  in  1958,  241  in  1959.  This  increase  was  due  largely  to  the 
Department’s  activity  in  Wraysbury,  where  mains  extensions  had 
been  completed  in  1958,  and  was  designed  to  secure  as  many  house 
connections  to  the  new  mains  as  possible.  In  all  cases  where 
samples  from  wells  and  bores  proved  unsatisfactory,  owners  were 
advised  to  connect  and  in  most  cases  responded  to  this  advice. 

There  remained  however,  at  the  end  of  the  year  a considerable 
number  of  properties  still  not  connected.  Although  samples 
taken  from  existing  supplies  at  many  of  these  properties  showed 
a satisfactory  standard  of  purity  nevertheless  it  must  not  be  assumed 
that  that  standard  can  always  be  maintained.  In  an  area  part 
of  which  is  subject  to  surface  flooding  during  winter  months,  where 
generally  a high  water  table  obtains  for  most  of  the  year  and  where 
cesspools  and  septic  tanks  are  the  only  means  of  soil  drainage 
disposal,  suppHes  derived  from  shallow  wells  and  bores  must  always 
be  considered  suspect.  This  important  fact,  proved  by  analyses 
of  a comparatively  large  number  of  samples  taken  over  a period 
of  years,  was  conveyed  in  a circular  letter  sent  to  owners  of  properties 
not  connected.  Enquiries  made  at  the  times  of  periodical  surveys 
revealed  that  cost  was  the  chief  factor  militating  against  connections. 
There  were  indications  however,  that  given  time  and  with  changing 
circumstances  a large  percentage  of  owners  of  those  properties 
remaining  unconnected  will  respond  to  the  Council’s  advice. 


The  following  details  were  given  by  the  Water  Undertakings  : 

The  Burnham,  Dorney  and  Hitcham  Waterworks  Co.  Ltd. 


Mains  Laid — 

Britwell  Estate,  Farnham  Royal 
Wimpey’s  Estate,  Huntercombe  Lane 
Bredward  Estate,  Burnham 
Brockhurst  Estate,  Farnham  Common 
Rose  Nursery  Estate,  Lent  Rise  . . 
Chiltern  Road,  Burnham 
North  Burnham  Estate,  Stage  3 


Collinswood  Road,  Farnham  Common . . 


347-yds.  of  4-in. 
934-yds.  of  4-in. 
343-yds.  of  4-in. 
285-yds.  of  4-in. 
189-yds.  of  4-in. 
171-yds.  of  3-in. 
136-yds.  of  3-in. 
86-yds.  of  4-in. 
15-yds.  of  4-in. 


An  ample  supply  of  water  has  been  maintained  throughout 
the  area,  even  during  the  summer  when  the  maximum  daily  con- 
sumption rose  to  77%  above  the  average  daily  consumption. 
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The  treatment  consists  of  super-chlorination  and  de-chlorination 
automatically  controlled  to  leave  a chlorine  residual  0.15  parts 
per  milhon. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  WATER 
Chemical  results  in  parts  per  million 


Appearance  : 

Colour  : Nil. 
pH  : 7.1. 

Electric  conductivity  : 570. 

Chlorine  present  as 
Chloride  : 31. 

Hardness  : Total  300. 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  ; 6.5 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen : *0.000  Oxygen  Absorbed  : 0.00 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen:  *0.000  Residual  Chlorine  : 0.05 
Metals — Iron,  Zinc,  Copper, 

Lead  and  Manganese  : 

Absent. 

* to  convert  to  Ammonia  multiply  by  1.21. 


Clear  and  bright. 

Turbidity  : Nil. 

Odour  : Nil. 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  : 36. 
Dissolved  Sohds  dried  at  180°C.  : 
380. 

Carbonate:  235.  Non-Carbonate:  65 
Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  :235 
Nitrite  Nitrogen  : Absent. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 

1 day  at  2 days  at  3 days  at 
37  °C.  37  °C.  20°-22°C. 

Number  of  Colonies  developing 
on  Agar  . . . . . . 1 per  ml.  1 per  ml.  6 per  ml. 

Probable 

Present  in  Absent  from  number 

Presumptive  Coliform  reaction. . — ml.  100  ml.  0 per  100ml 

Bact.  coli  (Type  I)  . . . . — ml.  100  ml.  0 per  100ml 

Cl.  welchii  reaction  . . . . — ml.  100  ml. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  neutral  in  reaction 
and  free  from  iron  and  other  metals.  The  water  is  very  hard  in 
character  but  not  excessively  so,  contains  no  excess  of  mineral 
constituents  and  it  is  of  the  highest  standard  of  organic  and 
bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome  water 
suitable  for  pubhc  supply  purposes. 


Borough  of  Slough 

Mains  Laid — 

Datchet  Place,  off  Green  Lane,  Datchet  . . 

Off  Queens  Road,  Datchet 

Church  Grove,  off  Church  Lane,  Wexham 

The  Drive,  Datchet 

Vine  Road,  Stoke  Poges  . . 


122-yds.  of  3-in. 
58-yds.  of  3-in. 
229-yds.  of  3-in. 

12-yds.  of  3-in. 
217-yds.  of  6-in. 
87-yds.  of  4-in. 
211-yds.  of  3-in. 
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Site — Broom  Hill,  off  Uxbridge  Road, 
Stoke  Poges 

Slough  Borough  Council,  Central  Nursery 
Site,  off  Wexham  Street,  Wexham  . . 
Site  between  Plough  Lane  and  Wexham 
Street,  Stoke  Poges 
Lawn  Close,  Datchet 
Site  off  Duffield  Lane,  Stoke  Poges 


179-yds.  of  4-in. 
126-yds.  of  3-in. 

49-yds.  of  3-in. 
441 -yds.  of  4-in. 
846-yds.  of  3-in. 
28-yds.  of  3-in. 
90-yds.  of  6-in. 
384-yds.  of  4-in. 
744-yds.  of  3-in. 


The  supply  has  been  sufficient  in  quantity  and  quality,  weekly 
bacteriological  examinations  confirm  the  high  quality  of  the  water 
and  that  it  is  suitable  for  domestic  use.  Chlorination  is  the  only 
form  of  treatment  required.  A chemical  analysis  of  the  water 
was  made  during  the  year,  and  was  as  follows  : — 


CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION 


Appearance  : 

Colour  : Nil. 
pH  : 7.1. 

Electric  conductivity  : 645. 
Alkalinity  as  Ca  C03  : 245. 
Hardness  : Total  : *330. 
Nitrate  Nitrogen  : 2.8. 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  : 0.000 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen  : 0.000 
Metals  : Iron,  Zinc,  Copper 
Lead  : Absent. 

Fluoride  (F)  : 0.65. 


Clear  and  bright. 

Turbidity  : Nil. 

Odour  : Very  slight  chlorinous. 
Free  Carbon  Dioxide  : 25. 
Carbonate  : 245. 
Non-carbonate  : 85. 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  ; Absent. 
Oxygen  Absorbed  : 0.30. 
Residual  Chlorine  : 0.10. 


* Calculated  from  the  calcium  and  magnesium  contents. 


Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Co. 
Mains  Laid — 


Licensed  Victuallers  Estate,  Denham, 


Road  ER  48 

100-yds. 

of 

4-in. 

Roads  ER  38,  48  and  50 

461 -yds. 

of 

4-in* 

Roads  ER  39  and  50 

300-yds. 

of 

4-in. 

Roads  ER  40  off  Slough  Road,  Iver  . . 

400-yds. 

of 

4-in. 

Road  ER  55  off  Ashmead  Lane,  Denham 

106-yds. 

of 

3-in. 

Bakers  Wood,  Denham  . . 

66-yds. 

of 

2-in. 

Off  Mill  Lane,  Gerrards  Cross  . . 

251-yds. 

of 

4-in. 

Forecourt,  Packhorse  Road,  Gerrards 

Cross 

29-yds. 

of 

3-in. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  SAMPLES  COLLECTED  FROM  SWIMMING  POOLS  AND  BATHING  PLACES 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  SAMPLES  COLLECTED  FROM  SWIMMING  POOLS  AND  BATHING  PLACES— 
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Swimming  Pool 

There  is  one  public  swimming  bath  in  the  district  and  this 
comprises  both  adult’s  and  children’s  pools.  The  water  is  supplied 
initially  by  the  local  statutory  water  undertaking  and  the  method 
of  treatment  at  the  pool  is  by  continuous  filtration,  aeration  and 
chlorination.  Throughout  the  summer  the  Department  took 
samples  for  analysis  from  both  pools. 

On  two  occasions  trouble  was  experienced  with  the  breakdown 
of  the  filtration  plant  and  the  circulating  pump  and  in  consequence 
unsatisfactory  bacteriological  samples  resulted.  These  defects 
were  rectified  as  a result  of  representations  made  to  the  owners 
of  the  pool  and  in  addition  daily  checks  Were  instituted  in  order  to 
assess  the  efficiency  of  the  chlorine  dosage  plant  during  peak 
working  conditions. 


Therapeutic  Pools 

One  unsatisfactory  sample  report  was  received  from  one  of 
the  pools  but  a further  check  sample  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

During  the  course  of  sampling  at  the  other  pool  three  unsatis- 
factory sample  results  were  received.  A meeting  was  arranged 
with  the  hospital  staff.  Suggestions  were  made  regarding  the 
method  of  sterilising  the  pool  water  and  the  manufacturers  of  the 
sterilisation  apparatus  were  contacted.  They  in  turn  made 
recommendations  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  plant  and  further 
samples  produced  satisfactory  results. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  SAMPLES  COLLECTED  FROM  WATER  UNDERTAKINGS 


Os 
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Total  number  examined 
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SECTION  VI 


GENERAL  SANITATION 

During  the  past  few  years  the  preface  to  this  Section  of  the 
Report  has  referred  to  progress  made  with  the  Council’s  main 
drainage  programme.  Once  again  it  is  pleasing  to  record  yet  another 
major  contribution  to  that  progress.  Listed  below  are  details  of 
schemes  commenced  or  completed  during  the  year.  Of  these 
particular  attention  is  directed  to  the  Parish  of  Farnham  Royal 
Main  Drainage  Scheme.  For  many  years  the  area  which  this 
scheme  serves  has  been  the  subject  of  insanitary  overflowing 
cesspools.  Since  the  War  those  conditions  have  to  a great  extent 
been  aggravated  by  the  housing  development  that  has  taken  place. 
Whatever  action  was  taken  under  Public  Health  legislation  to 
remedy  the  conditions  found  it  was  evident  that  in  an  area  of  this 
character  any  works  carried  out  could  be  only  of  a temporary 
nature  and  that  main  drainage  was  the  only  answer. 

Of  the  smaller  schemes  completed  that  of  the  Thorney  Mill 
Road  Pumping  Station  will  remedy  what  has  for  years  been  a 
constant  nuisance. 

It  is  pleasing  also  to  record  under  the  heading  of  schemes 
programmed  for  1960  that  the  Iver  South  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
modernisation  has  been  brought  forward  owing  to  its  urgency. 

(a)  Sewer  Extensions  commenced  or  completed  during  the  year. 

(1)  Farnham  Royal  Main  Drainage. 

Contract  in  progress  during  the  whole  year.  A total  of 
approximately  7 miles  of  sewers  laid,  50%  of  which  are 
actually  in  use. 

(2)  Middle  Green  Main  Drainage. 

Approximately  1 mile  of  gravity  sewer  and  pumping  main 
under  construction  together  with  a pumping  station. 
Not  yet  in  use. 

(3)  Iver  Lane  Main  Drainage. 

Approximately  600  yards  of  gravity  sewer  and  pumping 
main  under  construction  together  with  a pumping  station. 
Connects  to  West  Middlesex  sewerage  system.  Not  yet 
in  use. 

(4)  Duke's  Wood  Pumping  Station — Stage  2. 

Machinery  delivered  and  |-mile  of  pumping  main  under 
construction.  Not  yet  in  use. 

(5)  Denham  Main  Drainage — Stage  4. 

Approximately  1 mile  of  gravity  sewer  laid  and  the  contract 
is  nearing  completion. 


34 


(b)  Sewerage  schemes  completed  during  the  year. 

(1)  Thorney  Lane  North  Relief  Sewer, 

J-mile  of  relief  sewer  from  Iver  Village. 

(2)  Drainage  of  36  houses  Ditton  Road,  Datchet. 

300  yards  of  gravity  sewer  completed. 

(3)  Thorney  Mill  Road  Pumping  Station. 

Pumping  station  and  rising  main  completed.  To  replace 
large  cesspool  serving  18  properties. 

(c)  Schemes  programmed  to  start  in  1960. 

(1)  Burnham  Main  Drainage. 

Design  proceeding  during  1960. 

(2)  Hockley  Hole,  Stoke  Poges 

Programmed  to  commence  at  the  end  of  1960. 

(3)  Crown  Lane,  Burnham. 

Programmed  to  commence  during  1960. 

(4)  Gerrards  Cross  Relief  Sewer. 

Programmed  to  commence  during  1960. 

(5)  Iver  South  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Works  modernisation  programmed  to  commence  in  1963 
but  brought  forward  to  1960  owing  to  its  urgency. 

(d)  Number  of  premises  converted  from  conservancy  to  main  drainage. 

471. 

(e)  Number  of — 

(1)  New  Council  housing  units  completed 
72. 

(2)  Others 
640. 


35 


SECTION  VII 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics 


Centre 

Location 

Session 

Sessions  with 
Medical  Officer 

Burnham 

Village  Hall, 
Gore  Road 

Each  Wednesday 

1st  & 3rd  Wednesday 

Burnham 
(Lent  Rise) 

Methodist  Hall 
Lent  Rise, 
Burnham 

2nd  Thursday 

2nd  Thursday 

Burnham 

1 Wentworth  ’ 
Avenue, 

Brit  well  Estate 

Each  Friday 

2nd  & 4th  Friday 

Colnbrook 

Assembly  Rms, 
Colnbrook 

2nd  & 4th  Tuesday 

4th  Tuesday 

Datchet 

Village  Hall, 
Datchet 

2nd  & 4th  Wednesday 

2nd  & 4th  Wednesday 

Denham 

Health  Centre, 
Oxford  Road 

Each  Wednesday 

1st,  2nd  & 4th 
Wednesday 

Dorney 

Village  Hall 

1st  & 3rd  Tuesday 

1st  Tuesday 

Farnham 

Common 

Village  Hall, 
Victoria  Road 

4th  Monday 

4th  Monday 

Gerrards 

Cross 

British  Legion 
Hall 

1st  & 3rd  Friday 

3rd  Friday 

Horton 

Champney  Hall 

1st  & 3rd  Wednesday 

1st  & 3rd  Wednesday 

Tver 

Church  Institute 
Thorney  Lane 

1st  & 3rd  Wednesday 

3rd  Wednesday 

Iver 

St.  Leonard’s 
Church  Hall, 
Richings  Park 

2nd  & 4th  Wednesday 

2nd  Wednesday 

Iver  Heath 

Village  Hall 

2nd  & 4th  Wednesday 

4th  Wednesday 

Stoke  Poges 

Village  Hall 

2nd  & 4th  Tuesday 

2nd  & 4th  Tuesday 

Wraysbury 

VillageHall 

2nd  & 4th  Thursday 

2nd  Thursday 
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CLINICS 


Tuberculosis 

The  Chest  Clinic  is  at  Upton  Hospital,  Slough,  where  appoint- 
ments may  be  made  with  the  Chest  Physician  in  Charge. 

Venereal  Diseases 

King  Edward  VII  Hospital,  Windsor. 

Hillingdon  Hospital,  Hillingdon. 

Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading. 

Married  Women’s  Advisory  Clinics 

Slough  : Social  Centre,  Farnham  Road — Wednesdays, 

2 — 4 p.m. 

Health  Centre,  Burlington  Road — Fridays, 

2.30 — 4 p.m. 

High  Wycombe  : Health  Centre,  The  Rye — Weekly,  Tues- 
days 2 p.m. 

ANTE  AND  POST-NATAL  CARE 

Facilities  are  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and 
chnics  are  conducted  at  all  the  main  general  hospitals  and  maternity 
homes  in  the  surrounding  districts  as  follows  : — 


King  Edward  VII  Hospital, 
Windsor 

Ante-Natal 

Monday  mornings 

King  Edward  VII  Hospital, 
Old  Windsor  Unit 

Ante-  and  Post- 
Natal 

Friday  mornings  and 
Tuesday  afternoons 

Canadian  Red  Cross  Memorial 
Hospital,  Taplow 

Ante-Natal 

2nd  and  4th  Thursday 
mornings  each  month 

Colinswood  Maternity  Home, 
Farnham  Common 

Ante-  and  Post- 
Natal 

Every  3rd  Monday  morn- 
ing and  every  Wednesday 
morning 

Upton  Hospital,  Slough 

Ante-  and  Post- 
Natal 

Monday  morning  and 
Thursday  afternoon 
(Ante-Natal) 

Monday  afternoon  and 
Friday  morning  (Post- 
Natal) 

REGISTERED  NURSING  HOMES 

There  are  a number  of  registered  nursing  homes  in  the  Eton 
Rural  District.  Location  and  further  particulars  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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HOSPITALS 


The  area  is  served  by  the  following  hospitals  : — 

General  Hospitals 

The  Canadian  Red  Cross  Memorial  Hospital,  Taplow. 

King  Edward  VII  Hospital,  Windsor. 

Old  Windsor  Hospital,  Crimp  Hill  Road,  Old  Windsor. 
Upton  Hospital,  Slough. 

Maidenhead  General  Hospital,  Maidenhead. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals 

Maidenhead  Isolation  Hospital,  Maidenhead. 

St.  John’s  Hospital,  Uxbridge. 

Chronic  Sick 

St.  Mark’s  Hospital,  Maidenhead. 

Old  Windsor  Hospital,  Old  Windsor. 

Part  HI  Accommodation 

Upton  Hospital,  Slough. 

Old  Windsor  Hospital,  Old  Windsor. 

Maternity  Accommodation 

Canadian  Red  Cross  Memorial  Hospital,  Taplow. 
Colinswood  Maternity  Home,  Farnham  Common. 

Old  Windsor  Hospital,  Old  Windsor. 

Princess  Christian  Nursing  Home,  Clarence  Road,  Windsor. 
Upton  Hospital,  Slough. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

For  the  Year  1959 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Once  again  I am  pleased  to  present  my  contribution  to  an 
Annual  Report — that  for  the  year  1959. 

As  will  be  noted  from  the  statistical  data  given  every  aspect 
of  the  Department’s  statutory  duties  received  its  share  of  attention 
but  with  particular  emphasis  on  housing  and  the  clearance,  closure 
and  thorough  reconditioning  of  unht  houses.  By  the  end  of  the 
year  the  numerical  target  set  by  the  Council’s  hrst  Five  Year  Pro- 
gramme and  notified  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government 
in  1955  was  well  in  sight  of  completion.  An  achievement,  yes, 
but  it  must  not  be  thought  to  mean  that  it  provided  a near  end 
to  the  problem.  The  programme  called  for  dealing  with  the  worst 
properties  first.  Re-surveys  however  made  over  the  past  two  years 
and  taking  into  account  the  new  housing  standards  introduced 
in  the  1957  Housing  Act  have  revealed  many  more  unfit  houses. 
This  has  meant  revising  the  programme  consequently  much  remains 
to  be  done  before  it  can  be  said  that  the  Council’s  district  is  free 
of  bad  housing  conditions.  There  is  still  a considerable  number 
of  cottages  of  the  two  rooms  up  and  two  rooms  down  variety 
requiring  repair  and  modernisation.  In  addition  the  deterioration 
taking  place  in  many  of  the  older  type  caravans  used  for  all  the 
year  round  residential  purposes  will  increasingly  require  considera- 
tion by  the  Housing  Committee. 

Food  hygiene  continued  to  engage  a considerable  proportion 
of  the  Department’s  work.  The  importance  of  routine  inspections 
in  this  sphere  of  public  health  cannot  be  overstressed  and  although 
every  effort  was  made  to  maintain  a satisfactory  frequency  of 
visits  to  cafes,  restaurants,  canteens  and  premises  storing  or  selling 
food  it  was  becoming  abundantly  clear  that  the  increase  in  number 
of  food  premises  during  the  past  ten  years  was  having  its  impact 
on  the  amount  of  time  that  could  be  devoted  to  the  duties.  Inspec- 
tions revealed  once  again  that  generally  the  standard  of  hygiene 
was  good  and  that  proprietors  and  managements  appreciated 
their  responsibility  to  the  public.  There  were  a few  cases  of  ahen 
matter  being  found  in  food.  These  were  passed  to  the  Bucks 
County  Council  as  the  Food  & Drugs  Authority.  Instances  of 
glass  in  milk  and  mould  growth  in  bread  and  cakes  were  reported 
to  the  Public  Health  & Cleansing  Committee  but  no  legal  pro- 
ceedings were  instituted. 


39 


The  hot  dry  summer  of  1959  brought  in  its  train  a relatively 
large  number  of  insect  infestations  and  the  Department’s  advice 
on  measures  of  eradication  was  frequently  sought.  A fly  infestation 
at  Horton  affected  part  of  the  village  including  shops  and  a bake- 
house. This  infestation,  sudden  in  its  appearance,  took  many 
weeks  to  bring  under  control  and  the  Department’s  personnel 
carried  out  insecticide  spraying  with  pyrethrum  and  D.D.T.  It  was 
difficult  to  pinpoint  the  cause  of  this  infestation  but  it  may  have 
been  significant  that  a few  days  before  it  started  a large  quantity 
of  pig  manure  had  been  placed  on  farmland  adjoining  the  village. 
Once  this  had  been  scattered  and  ploughed  in  the  severity  of  the 
infestation  was  reduced  markedly. 

The  tipping  of  industrial  wastes  was  again  the  cause  of  many 
nuisances  from  smell.  Tip  fires  and  smoke  aggravated  the  conditions 
and  it  was  only  after  informal  and  formal  action  by  the  Department 
had  been  taken  that  the  nuisances  were  remedied. 

A proposal  by  a public  body  to  dispose  of  large  quantities  of 
digested  sewage  sludge  on  to  farmland  called  for  considerable 
investigation  into  the  nuisance  likely  to  arise.  In  addition  the 
likely  effects  on  underground  water  supplies  had  to  be  assessed. 
Valuable  information  was  obtained  from  detailed  survey  of  the 
comparatively  large  area  of  land  involved.  The  topography  and 
geological  character  of  the  area  Were  studied.  After  consultation 
with  the  public  water  undertaking  evidence  was  given  of  the  Depart- 
ment’s findings  at  the  Public  Inquiry  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government.  Subsequently  the  proposal  was  turned 
down. 

Finally,  I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  once  again  of 
recording  my  appreciation  of  the  help  given  to  me  by  the  Clerk 
and  other  colleague  Chief  Officers.  To  the  staff  of  the  Department 
I say  thank  you  for  your  loyal  support. 

I am, 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  V.  Marsden, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SECTION  VIII 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Samples 


Designation 

Number  taken  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Pasteurised 

47 

46 

1 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

20 

20 

— 

Sterilised  . . 

3 

3 

— 

T.T.  Raw 

22 

18 

4 

92 

87 

5 

Milk  Special  Designation  Orders 

Licences  for  designated  milks  were  granted  as  follows  : — 
Dealer's  Licences 

Pasteurised  . . . . . . 23 

Tuberculin  Tested  . . . . 23 

Sterilised  . . . . . . . . 21 


Dealer's  Supplementary  Licences 

Pasteurised  . . . . . . 15 

Tuberculin  Tested  . . . . 15 

Sterilised  . . . . . . , . 12 


Ice  Cream 

12  new  applications  were  received  for  the  storage  and  sale 
of  ice  cream  making  a total  of  141  on  the  register. 

41  samples  of  ice  cream  and  26  of  iced  lollies  were  submitted 
for  examination  with  the  undermentioned  results  : — 


Ice  Cream 

Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  IV 


Iced  Lollies 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Doubtful 


37 

2 

2 

41 


19 

4 

3 

26 
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(a)  Meat 


Meat  and  Other  Foods 


Cattle 

except 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed . . 

5 

Nil 

18 

71 

11 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

5 

Nil 

18 

71 

11 

Nil 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Caracses  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1.4 

9.1 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

9.1 

Nil 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  weight  of  carcases  and  ofifals  condemned — 76-lbs. 


(b)  Other  Foods. 

277  lbs.  English  beef 
34J  lbs.  English  ox  cheek 
14f  lbs.  Enghsh  lamb 
30  lbs.  New  Zealand  liver 
42  lbs.  Imported  pork 
41 J lbs.  English  pork 
llj  lbs.  cheese 
134  lbs.  fish 
21  chickens 
3 chicken  pies 
2 meat  pies 
14  packets  pastry 
523  packets  vegetables 
260  packets  fish 
44  packets  meat 


8 jars  jam/marmalade 
11  jars  cream 
5 jars  pickles 
3 jars  paste 
2 jars  honey 
1 jar  Horlicks 
1 jar  salad  cream 

1 packet  jelly 

2 bottles  sauce 
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6 packets  fruit 
16  cream  sponges 
82  tins  fruit 

15  tins  vegetables 
28  tins  meat 

8 tins  beans 
24  tins  fish 

16  tins  fruit  juice 
3 tins  milk 

1 tin  coffee 

2 tins  mustard 
6 tins  pepper 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  KNACKER  YARDS,  ETC. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

Renewals  . . . . . . 7 

New  Licences  . . . . . . - 

Game  Licences 

Renewals  . . . . . . 13 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958 

As  required  by  Article  31,  the  following  Annual  Return  for 
the  year  under  review  was  received  from  the  occupier  of  the  knacker’s 
yard  operating  in  the  District. 

Horses  slaughtered  . . . . 2 

Horse  carcases  received  . . 36 

Several  visits  were  made  to  the  premises  concerned  and  on  all 
occasions  conditions  found  were  satisfactory. 


Total  weight  of  Other  Foods 
Condemned  : 

11  cwts.,  1 qtr.,  9 lbs. 
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SECTION  IX 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

As  in  previous  years  this  important  section  of  the  Department’s 
work  continued  to  occupy  much  officer  time.  Again  there  was 
close  liaison  with  other  Departments  which  experience  has  shown 
as  being  so  vitally  necessary. 

A survey  of  the  District,  conducted  in  co-operation  with  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department,  at  31st  December,  1959, 
revealed  a total  of  841  moveable  dwellings  used  for  residential 
purposes,  730  of  these  were  located  on  38  multiple  sites  of  three 
moveable  dwellings  and  more,  the  remainder  being  on  individual 
sites.  Set  against  the  figures  of  a similar  survey  carried  out  at 
31st  December,  1958,  namely  a total  of  1014  moveable  dwellings, 
of  which  864  were  on  41  multiple  sites  of  three  and  more,  there 
was  an  overall  net  reduction  of  173  moveable  dwellings  despite 
the  coming  into  existence  of  a few  unauthorised  sites. 

Natural  wastage,  the  successful  operation  of  the  Council’s 
“tapering”  policy  and  action,  although  limited  in  extent,  under 
Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  accounted  for  the  decrease. 
Regrouping  of  moveable  dwellings  to  the  Council’s  own  sites  at 
Datchet  and  Denham  ensured  the  minimum  of  hardship  and 
facilitated  the  smooth  running  of  that  part  of  the  “policy”  designed 
to  secure  transference  of  occupiers  of  moveable  dwellings  to 
permanent  housing  accommodation  without  adding  to  the  moveable 
dwelling  population  of  the  district.  It  is  interesting  to  record 
that  during  the  period  1952  to  the  end  of  1959,  a total  of  370 
families  in  moveable  dwellings  have  moved  to  the  Council’s  sites 
and  of  the  221  which  have  moved  off  during  that  period  139  have 
been  provided  with  permanent  housing  accommodation  by  the 
Council. 

Mention  was  made  earlier  of  unauthorised  sites.  This  class 
of  site  with  the  usual  primitive  form  of  sanitation  still  gives  cause 
for  concern  from  the  public  health  aspect.  Impending  new  legisla- 
tion, long  overdue,  will,  it  is  hoped,  prevent  creation  of  unauthorised 
sites  by  increasing  penalties  on  conviction  and  by  the  new  form 
of  licensing  system  proposed. 

During  the  year  the  itinerant  dealer  class  of  caravan  occupier 
was  again  much  in  evidence  in  the  district.  Unfenced  land,  road- 
side verges,  abandoned  highways,  lay-bys  and  commons,  were 
again  the  sites  of  the  colonies  or  camps.  Police  and  highway 
authority  assistance  secured  their  removal  in  most  instances  only 
to  expose  the  residual  junk  and  litter.  When  will  these  people 
change  their  anti-social  habits  ? Admittedly  pushing  them  around 
from  one  district  to  another  is  a negative  form  of  control  but 
until  they  alter  their  form  of  living  to  conform  to  a decent  standard 
how  can  local  authorities  or  private  enterprise  cater  for  their 
site  needs  ? 
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SECTION  X 


RODENT  INFESTATION  AND  DESTRUCTION,  ETC. 

Notifications  of  Infestations  . . . . . . . . Ill 

Primary  visits  to  private  premises  . . . . . . 658 

Other  visits  to  private  premises  . . . . . . 3,398 

Primary  visits  to  business  premises  . . . . . . 51 

Other  visits  to  business  premises  . . . . . . 210 

Primary  visits  to  local  authority  premises  . . . . 35 

Other  visits  to  local  authority  premises  . . . . 207 

Inspection  of  agricultural  premises  . . . . . . 7 

Baiting,  gassing  and  trapping  . . . . . . . . 2,874 

Dead  rats  found  . . . . . . . . . . . . 313 

Dead  mice  found  . . . . . . . . . . . . 142 

DISINFECTIONS  AND  DISINFESTATIONS 

Disinfection  of  premises  in  respect  of  : — 

T.B.  . . . . . . . . 10 

Poliomyelitis  . . . . . . 2 

12 

Removal  of  bedding  for  steam  disinfection  9 

In  addition  one  load  of  bedding  was  steam  disinfected  after 
a case  of  non  notifiable  disease. 

Disinfestations  : — 

For  fleas  . . . . . . . . 7 

Cockroaches  etc.  . . . . 10 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they 

should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”) 


r-- 

^ (N 
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Outworkers  inspections 
Workplaces  inspections 


SECTION  XII 


HOUSING 

(a)  New  Houses 


Houses  completed  during  the  year 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1.  By  Council 

72* 

144* 

105* 

2.  By  Private  Enterprise 

640 

480 

230 

* Does  not  include  those  built  by  Slough  Borough  Council 
and/or  London  County  Council. 


(b)  Unfit  Houses 

Returns  continue  to  be  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  relating  to  clearance  areas,  demolition  and 
closing  orders,  undertakings  and  repair  of  houses  under  the  Housing 
Acts,  1936  to  1957  ; Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  Pubhc 
Health  Act,  1936,  and  the  Rent  Act,  1957. 

The  following  is  a brief  summary  of  those  returns  : — 

Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  formal  action 


under  Housing  Act.  . . . . . . . . 68 

Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  Closing  Orders 
and/or  Undertakings  . . . . . . . . 10 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  . . . . . . . . 6 

Houses  made  fit  following  formal  action  under 

Housing  Act  or  Public  Health  Act.  ....  5 

Houses  made  fit  following  informal  action  under 
Housing  Act  or  Public  Health  Act.  . . . . 56 


Following  the  practice  already  established  the  Unfit  Houses 
Sub-Committee  made  two  tours  during  which  a total  of  29  pro- 
perties were  seen. 

The  appropriate  resolutions  were  passed  by  the  Council  in 
respect  of  one  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  and  four  Clearance 
Areas  (Nos.  112-115  inclusive)  47  houses  being  involved. 

Formal  individual  action  was  also  taken  in  respect  of  37 
properties  as  a result  of  which  17  Demolition  Orders  and  13  Closing 
Orders  were  made  and  seven  Undertakings  accepted.  In  addition 
informal  negotiation  with  owners  resulted  in  two  further  unfit 
properties  being  demolished. 

(c)  Improvement  Grants,  Housing  Act,  1949. 

Applications  under  investigation  at  beginning  of 


year  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Received  . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 

Approved  and  work  commenced  . . . . . . 22 

Withdrawn  after  formal  approval  . . . . 1 

Withdrawn  prior  to  formal  approval  . . . . 5 

Rejected  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Under  investigation  at  end  of  year  . . . . 4 
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(d)  Rent  Act,  1957  (Certificates  of  Disrepair) 

Number  of  applications  for  Certificates  . . . . 4 

Number  of  Decisions  not  to  issue  Certificates  . . 
Number  of  Decisions  to  issue  Certificates  . . 4 

Number  of  Undertakings  given  by  Landlords  to 

carry  out  the  necessary  repairs  . . . . . . 3 

Number  of  Certificates  issued  . . . . . . 1 

Number  of  applications  by  landlords  to  cancel 
Certificates  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Number  of  Certificates  cancelled  . . . . . . 3 
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SECTION  XIII 

OTHER  MATTERS 


Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts,  1928  and  1936 

Licence  Applications 

Renewals  . . . . . . . . 127 

New  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Total  Licence  Capacity  at  31  st  December,  1959 

Petroleum  Spirit  . . . . . . 272,800  gallons 

Petroleum  Mixtures  . . . . . . 1,915  gallons 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  application  received  and  licence  granted. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

One  premises  registered. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

139  visits  and  observations  were  made  during  the  year. 
During  the  early  part  of  the  year  further  complaints  were  received 
regarding  the  nuisance  from  the  firm  referred  to  in  the  last  Annual 
Report  and  where  construction  of  new  buildings  and  installation 
of  new  plant  was  in  progress.  When  these  latter  were  completed 
the  nuisance  ceased  although  towards  the  end  of  the  year  a part 
of  the  old  plant  was  brought  back  into  use  on  one  occasion,  causing 
a nuisance.  The  firm  were  contacted  immediately  whereupon  the 
use  of  this  plant  stopped  and  the  nuisance  ceased. 

A further  aspect  of  the  Act  may  be  noted  in  connection  with 
nuisances  arising  due  to  the  burning  of  waste  materials  on  refuse 
tips.  At  two  refuse  tips  in  particular,  and  at  different  times  during 
the  year,  serious  nuisance  was  caused.  Notices  were  served  under 
Section  30  of  the  Act  and  the  nuisances  abated. 

Landlord  and  Tenant  (Furniture  and  Fittings)  Act,  1959 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  the  29th  August,  1959,  and  the 
operation  of  the  Act  in  the  Rural  District  was  deputed  to  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors. 

Miscellaneous  Matters 

The  following  were  received  for  information  and  observations  : 
Local  Land  Charge  search  enquiries  2,070  1,691  (1958) 

Plans  and  Applications  (Building  Bye- 
laws and  Town  & Country  Planning)  1,600  1,457  (1958) 
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SECTION  XIV 


VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts. 

Primary  Inspections,  Houses  . . . . . . 316 

Primary  Inspections,  Others  . . . . . . 61 

Revisits  re  above  . . . . . . . . . . 423 

Moveable  Dwellings,  Sites  . . . . . . 403 

Moveable  Dwellings,  Individuals  . . . . . . 544 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection  . . . . 266 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  . . , . . . 14 

Schools  . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 

Offices  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Workplaces  . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 

Water  Supplies  . . . . . . . . . . 303 

Swimming  Pools  . . . . . . . . . . 73 

Watercourses  and  Ditches  . . . . . . . . 123 

Drainage  . . . . . . . . . . . . 701 

Sewage  and  Drainage  Disposal  . . . . . . 617 

Dirty  and  Verminous  Premises  . . . . . . 30 

Insect  Infestations  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  213 

Offensive  Accumulations  . . . . . . 57 

Keeping  of  Animals  . . . . . . . . 147 

Fairgrounds  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Public  Conveniences  . . . . . . . . 18 

Refuse  Disposal  . . . . . . . . . . 199 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . 209 

Flooding  . . . . . . . . . . . . 69 

(b)  Housing  Acts. 

Houses,  Primary  Inspections  . . . . . . 447 

Revisits  re  above  . . . . . . . . . . 1,065 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . 31 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . 53 

Rent  Act. 

Certificates,  etc.  . . . . . . . . . . 37 

(c)  Factories  Act. 

Factories — Motive  . . . . . . . . . . 130 

Factories — Non-motive  . . . . . . . . 6 

Outworkers’  Premises  . . . . . . . . 16 

Building  Sites  . . . . . . . . . . 14 

(d)  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Butchers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 192 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  . . . . . . 61 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  . . . . . . 69 
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Grocers  170) 

Confectioners,  Flour  and  Sugar  . . . . . . 87  ? 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 52  ’ 

Licensed  Premises  . . . . . . . . , . 44 1 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  . . . . . . . . 200 ) 

Canteens  . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 ) 

Street  Food  Vendors  . . . . . . 41 

Milk  Premises  and  Sampling  . . . . . . 115  i 

Ice  Cream  Premises  and  Sampling  . . . . 78  i 

Knacker’s  Yard  . . . . . . . . 39  ' 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . 59  ' 

Food  Inspection — Meat  . . . . . . . . 56  • 

Food  Inspection — Other  Foods  . . . . 40  ' 

(e)  Shops  Acts. 

Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 

Petroleum  Acts. 

Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . 393 

Pet  Animals  Act. 

Inspections  . , . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Rag  Flock  Act. 

Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Clean  Air  Act. 

Visits  and  observations  . . . . . . . . 139 

National  Assistance  Act. 

Visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 

Bucks  County  Council  Act. 

Hairdressers — Visits  . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Water  Abstraction  Regulations. 

Visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
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